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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) A M e thod method for protecting a portable object against denial of 
service type attacks, said portable object comprising a memory where at least one credential 
is stored, each credential being associated with a service, the method comprising compriGos 
th e st e ps of : 

verifying that an [[the]] entity requesting [[a]] the service is an authorized entity for 
accessing the service, based on an algorithm involving the at least one credential. 

delivering the requested service only when the verification step succeeds[[ed]], 

blocking the at least one credential associated with the service after a certain number of 
verification steps fail[[edlK and 

wh e r e in, when ifthe verification step fails[[ed]] , th e method farther comprises tho stops 
ef: 

waiting during for a waiting duration before allowing a new verification step. 

2. (Currently Amended) The M ethod method for protecting a portable obj e ct against denial of 
s e rvic e typ e attacks as recited in claim T, wherein the waiting duration is constant for each 
failed verification step. 

3. (Currently Amended) The M ethod method for prot e cting a portabl e obj e ct against denial of 
servic e typ e attacks as recited in claim 1 , wherein the waiting duration is variable for each 
failed verification step. 

4. (Currently Amended) The Method method for protecting a portable object against d e nial of 
s e rvic e typo attacks as recited in claim 1 on e of tho previous claims , wherein the waiting 
duration is equal to zero for a first predetermined number of failed verification steps, and the 
waiting duration is greater than zero for a second predetermined number of failed 
verification steps. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The M ethod method for prot e cting a portable object against denial of 
sende e typ e attacks as recited in claim 1 on e of th e pr e vious claims , wherein the method step 
of waiting during a duration is resumed prior to the waiting duration elapsing if in ca se said 
st e p is interrupted b e for e th e duration has elaps e d . 

6. (Currently Amended) The M e thod method for prot e cting a portabl e obj e ct against d e nial of 
s e nde e typ e attacks as recited in claim 1, wherein said the at least one credential is one 
selected from the group consisting of a personal identification number^ [[or]] a key , and 
[[or]] a code. 

7. (Currently Amended) The M ethod method for protecting a portable object against denial of 
service typ e attacks as recited in claim 1, wherein said the entity is at least one selected from 
the group consisting of a user A [[or]] a terminal^ [[or]] a serve r, and [[or]] an application. 

8. (Currently Amended) The Method method M e thod for prot e cting a portable obj e ct against 
d e nial of s e nde e typ e attacks as recited in claim 1 further comprising on e of the pr e vious 
claims, wh e r e in th e m e thod furth e r compris e s th e st e ps of : 

decrementing a counter associated with the at least one credential each time [[a]] the 
verification step is performed, said counter having values ranging between an 
initial value and a credential blocking value, 
resetting the counter[[s]] to the initial value when the verification step succeeds, and, 
if when the counter has reaches [[d]] an intermediate value, the m e thod furth e r compris e s 
th e stops of : 

waiting foL during a the waiting duration when verification step fails [[ed]], 
blocking the at least one credential when the counter reaches the credential 
blocking value A 

wherein the intermediate value is between the initial value and the credential blocking 
value. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The M ethod method for prot e cting a portable object against d e nial of 
s e rvic e typ e attacks as recited in claim 1 on e of the claims 1 to 7, wherein th e m e thod further 
compri se s th e s tops of further comprising : 

decrementing a first counter associated with the at least one credential each time [[a]] the 
verification step is performed, said the first counter having values ranging 
between a first initial value and an intermediate value, 
and, when the first counter has reaches[[d]] the intermediate value; , the method further 
comprises the steps of: 

decrementing a second counter associated with the first counter, said the second 

counter having values ranging between a second initial value and a 

credential blocking value, 
resetting the first counter to the first initial value and the second counter to the 

second initial value if wh e n verification step succeeds, 
waiting during a duration if when verification step fails[[ed]], and 
blocking the credential if wh e n the second counter reaches the credential blocking 

value. 



10. (Currently Amended) The Method method for prot e cting a portabl e obj e ct against d e nial of 
s e rvice typ e attack s as r e cit e d in one of th e pr e viou s claim s as recited in claim 1 , wherein^ 
wh e n v e rification step fail e d, waiting during the duration the st e p of waiting during a 
d e t e rmin e d duration is impl e ment e d by a comprises using a waiting loop mechanism. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The Method method for prot e cting a portable obj e ct against denial of 
s e rvic e typo attacks as recited in claim 8, wherein the decrementing st e p of the counter or th e 
first count e r or th e s e cond counter arc is_performed before the verification step. 



12. (Currently Amended) The Method method for protecting a portabl e obj e ct against denial of 
s e rvic e typ e attacks as recited in claim 8, wherein the decrementing stop of the counter or th e 
first counter or th e s e cond counter arc isperformed after the verification step. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A Portabl e portable object comprising , in particular a smart car d* 
compris e s : 

a memory wherein at least one credential is stored, each wherein the at least one 
credential b e ing is_associated with a service, the at least one said credential b e ing 
is_used to verify that the an entity requesting [[a]] the service is an authorized 
entity for accessing the service, 

a counter associated with the at least one credential which is decremented each time a 
verification that the entity requesting [[a]] the service is [[an]] the authorized 
entity for accessing the service fails[[ed]], said the counter having values ranging 
between an initial value and a credential blocking value, said the counter being 
reset to the initial value when verification succeeds, and 

wherein said the portable object further comprises: 

a waiting loop mechanism which is activated when the counter has reached a 
intermediate value and each time [[a]] the verification fails[[ed]]. 

14. (Currently Amended) The P ortable portable object, as recited in claim 13 th e pr e vious claim , 
wherein the counter comprises a first counter and a second counter, the first counter 
associated with the at least one credential being decremented each time the [[a]] verification 
that the entity requesting the_ [[a]] service is the_ [[an]] authorized entity for accessing the 
service fails[[ed]], said the first counter having values ranging between a first initial value 
and [[an]] the intermediate value, the second counter being decremented when the first 
counter has reached the intermediate value and each time the_ [[a]] verification that the entity 
requesting the [[a]] service is the [[an]] authorized entity for accessing the service fails[[ed]], 
the said second counter having values ranging between a second initial value and a credential 
blocking value. 

15. (Currently Amended) The P ortable portable object, as recited in claim 13 one of the claims 
13 to 1 4 , wherein the waiting loop mechanism comprises a loop flag used to resume th e step 
ef waiting during [[a]] the duration if the portable object is p e rformed by tho waiting loop 
m e chanism in case said step is interrupted before the duration has elapsed. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a computer readable 
medium, having thereon computer program code means, when said program is loaded into 
the memory of the portable object, to make the portable object execute the method for 
protecting said portable object against denial of service type attacks as recited in claim 1 any 
of the claim s 1 to 12 . 
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